MDAC Governance: Decision Making Process for Positions on Legislation
The MDAC Policy Committee will monitor and review legislation that relates to our mission. 

Legislation or policy that the Policy Committee finds relevant will be shared with the Steering Committee, with the Policy Committee’s recommendation for action as follows:

 
#1: The proposed legislation relates directly to our mission and we should provide testimony and encourage members to advocate with their representatives.  Testimony may be in support, in opposition, or “neither for nor against” (informational), depending on the intent of the proposal.  

In an instance such as this, the MDAC’s guidelines require consensus on a position; therefore, if the proposal cannot be discussed at a regular Coalition meeting, members will be asked to respond by email or other means so that the Steering Committee can determine if there is a consensus. 

#2: The proposed legislation is indirectly related to our mission, and we are supportive or opposed as an interested party or as part of a broad health related coalition.  We might submit a letter indicating our position or sign on as a member of a broad coalition.  We would also inform members so that they have information, and encourage them to make their own decisions.  

In this instance, the Policy and/or Steering Committee would seek input from members and determine that there is sufficient support for taking this action.  Again, if the proposal cannot be discussed at a regular Coalition meeting, members will be asked to respond by email or other means so that the Steering Committee can make this determination.
#3:  The coalition has some expertise or knowledge about an issue, the proposed legislation is indirectly related to our mission, but less relevant than in #2 above.  The Steering Committee would inform members about the proposal, provide information about the issue or direct them to sources for more information and encourage them to make their own decisions regarding support or opposition.  

#4:  The proposed legislation, although health related, is not related to our mission.  We might inform members that the proposal exists but no further action would be taken. 

MDAC positions on proposed legislation and policy will be decided by consensus, defined as “unanimous agreement” or “although not in agreement, will not block consensus”.

When an official MDAC position is sought as the result of Legislative and Steering Committee recommendations, the Steering Committee will email the proposal to MDAC members with a request for responses by a given time.  Members will be asked to respond if they are opposed the position as stated.
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