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Oral Health Hero Awards

February 2 - Second Annual Breakfast Celebration 

AUGUSTA, ME – JANUARY 26, 2010 – The Maine Dental Access Coalition (MDAC) is honoring three special people and an organization as Oral Health Heroes who have worked diligently to improve oral health care.     


This is the second year the Coalition has selected Oral Health Heroes. “We feel it’s important to bring attention to those people who really go the extra mile to enhance access to dental care,” says MDAC President Wendy Alpaugh DMD.   “Many people are working to improve oral health, but this year’s Oral Health Heroes have made significant contributions over many years on behalf of those who struggle to get access to care.” 


Those selected this year are Dr. Demi Kouzounas DMD and the Greater Portland Dental Society, Rep. Patricia Jones and Dr. Barbara Covey MD.


Barbara Covey, MD is President, and until very recently, the volunteer interim director of the Community Dental Center in Waterville, where she works tirelessly to keep the clinic - one of the few dental resources for low-income residents of Kennebec and Somerset counties - open in difficult economic times. Dr Covey started the Waterville Clinic in 1999 in response to a community need that has only gotten greater in the last decade. She also is an emergency department physician and Medical Director of the Sexual Assault Forensic Examiner Program at MaineGeneral Medical Center in Waterville, where she experiences first hand the depth of oral health needs of low-income Mainers.


           Demi Kouzounas, DMD is a private practice dentist with a huge and longstanding commitment to providing free care to families in need. This year she and Dr Barry Saltz led the Greater Portland Dental Society (GDPS) in creating Dentists Who Care for ME, a day of free care where 48 dentists and oral surgeons in 13 offices saw more than 600 patients and provided $100,000 of care. The GPDS will continue this event in the years to come. Dr Kouzounas also offers free care to Portland’s immigrant population at the Preble Street Dental Clinic.  


           Representative Pat Jones, from Mt Vernon, began her career as a Public Health Dental Hygienist working on a number of successful community fluoridation campaigns. She has maintained her commitment to public oral health by serving as chair for the Maine Dental Access Coalition. Since her election as the District 83 Representative she has continued to champion oral health on the Health and Human Services Committee, including sponsoring a bill now under consideration that would allow MaineCare to cover visits by independent dental hygienists. Her appointment to the Health and Human Services Committee of the National Council of State Legislatures has allowed her to advocate for oral health in national health care reform efforts.

 “These people and organizations exemplify the significant improvements that come from dedication to improving people’s lives,” notes Dr Alpaugh.  “We are thrilled to have such a stellar group to honor this year.”

 The celebration of the Oral Health Heroes will be held in conjunction with a breakfast for legislators and supporters, hosted by the Coalition, at 8:30 a.m. February 2 in the statehouse cafeteria located in the Cross Office Building.  

The Maine Dental Access Coalition (MDAC) is a broad based public-private partnership focused on improving access to quality comprehensive oral care through education and public policy advocacy. 
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