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Statement of Task 

Å Assess the current U.S. oral health system of care;  

 

Å Explore its strengths, weaknesses and future challenges for the delivery of 

oral health care to vulnerable and underserved populations; 

 

Å Describe a desired vision for how oral health care for these populations 

should be addressed by public and private providers (including innovative 

programs) with a focus on safety net programs serving populations across 

the lifecycle and MCHB programs serving vulnerable women and children; 

and  

 

Å Recommend strategies to achieve that vision. 
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Guiding Principles 

1. Oral health is an integral part of 

overall health and, therefore, 

oral health care is an essential 

component of comprehensive 

health care.  

 

2. Oral health promotion and 

disease prevention are essential 

to any strategies aimed at 

improving access to care. 
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Overall Conclusions  

1. Improving access to oral health care is a critical and necessary 

first step to improving oral health outcomes and reducing 

disparities. 
 

2. The continued separation of oral health care from overall 

health care contributes to limited access to oral health care for 

many Americans. 
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Overall Conclusions (cont.) 

3. Sources of financing for oral health care for vulnerable and 

underserved populations are limited and tenuous. 
 

4. Improving access to oral health care will necessarily require 

multiple solutions that use an array of providers in a variety of 

settings. 

 

 


